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wanting transitional housing fall off the waiting list on the front-end.

Outpatient treatment counselors recognize that transitional supportive living improves the client’s chance to
stay clean and continue to develop the necessary interdependent living skills. Limited transitional housing
helps contribute to an approximate 50% client graduation rate from the six-month treatment program.
Outpatient providers would also benefit from an interconnected approach between treatment and residential
living programs. Treatment counselors spend too much time trying to connect clients with housing and other
services. This negatively impacts the available treatment time and its effectiveness.

For society overall, the benefits are understood, yet, diverse and difficult to capture. The most obvious benefit
is reduced crime and, in turn, reduced incarceration. Of those in jail, about 80% are incarcerated in part or
wholly because of alcohol/substance abuse. The Monroe County Correctional Facility released 2,900 people
in 2001. Input from Correctional Facility personnel projected that about 50% of them will be arrested again
‘within six months of release. If people released successfully involve themselves in treatment and sufficient
aftercare, then the re-arrest rate can be reduced to 20%. The mid-2002 Democrat & Chronicle article on a
drug dealer estimated his individual total criminal justice cost at about $1 million and the cost of others involved
in the network at $2 million. State and federal prison costs range from $23,000 to aimost $40,000 per year. It
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